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ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

1211 South Russell Road, Russell, Ontario K4R 1E5 

Principal:  Mr. Danny Palumbo
Vice-Principal: Mr. Dean Doucette
Phone Number (613) 445-0810  Toll Free 1-877-559-7729    Fax Number (613) 445-1520

Wednesday, March 6, 2019
Dear parents/guardians:

On Saturday, April 6, we will be departing for Boston!  We’d like to take this opportunity to share a few updates and to invite you to a meeting at STA on Wednesday, March 20 at 6:00.
Security Clearance
Enclosed is a letter we invite you to present at your local OPP office.  The letter requests a security check.  You must obtain and submit this security check prior to hosting a student from Tech Boston Academy.

Passports

We have received a photocopy of most student passports.  Some families are in the process of applying for or renewing a passport – we ask those families to submit a copy of the passport as soon as it arrives or has been renewed.  Without a passport, your child will not be able to participate in the program.  

Host Family Contact

Tomorrow, your son/daughter will be given the name of the person he/she is paired with.  We will also speak with the group from Boston tomorrow afternoon.

We strongly encourage each pair to get to know each other in the coming weeks, so that we can start forming relationships. This is a great way for our students to get to know the people with whom they will be staying.
We encourage you to contact the host family to introduce yourselves. We will let you exchange contact information through the student participants.
Parent-Teacher Communication

Thank you for completing the contact information sheet. If you have any questions leading up to the trip, please contact us by email:

· Danik.Lafleur@cdsbeo.on.ca
· David.Brookes@cdsbeo.on.ca
We will discuss parent-teacher communication options for the duration of our trip to Boston during the upcoming meeting. 

For general information about this year’s program, you can consult the STA site (www.sta-russell.com).  If you select Clubs from the menu at the top of the home page, you will see an option for Boston Exchange Program. Important messages and files are posted there.

March 20 Meeting at STA

The meeting will be held in the library at 6:00 on March 20. We will follow the agenda below:

· Instructions and Flight Information for April 6
· Itinerary for our Trip to Boston
· Packing Information
· Communication during the Trip
· Preparing to Host a Boston Student in May

· Question Period

Having as many parents and students as possible attend the meeting will help us ensure an organized and smooth experience.  Please confirm your attendance by sending Mr. Lafleur an e-mail.

Thank you for your continued support,

Danik Lafleur, Teacher

David Brookes, Teacher
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